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I grew up in the community of Fordsville, Kentucky and graduated from Fordsville High School.  I have many fond memories of my childhood days of fishing in the local streams, playing with my brothers and sisters, attending social functions at my local church, working on my family’s farm and dreaming about what the world was like outside my small community.  I remember the wonderful summer nights listening to the radio and dreaming about far off places.  Also, I remember the day that the army delivered the notice of my brother’s death in Korea and how the family mourned the loss of this loved one.
At the age of fifteen (15), I started dreaming more about college and what it was like. I was fortunate to have two older friends who lived in the community and attended college.  Their stories about learning, travel and adventure stimulated me to dream more about these faraway places where a person could study and learn about the world.  To my surprise, many of my classmates in high school were being encouraged by their teachers and mentors to consider going to college.  Mrs. Ethel Midkiff, Mr. Noble Midkiff, Mrs. Mabel Midkiff, Mr. Bill Brown and Mr. Earl Reid were just some of the high school teachers who encouraged me to venture beyond the Fordsville community through college.

A few days after my eighteenth birthday, I graduated from high school with plans for attending Bethel Junior College.  I had received a small scholarship from my church to help pay tuition for the first semester.  That fall, my closest friend, Bruce Richards, and I enrolled in Bethel Junior College in Hopkinsville, Kentucky.  I had no idea what to expect from the professors, and I had no idea how I was going to pay the college tuition.  A few days after enrolling in Bethel, I realized that I must have a job to pay the bills, so I got a job at the local Burger Chef as the night manager.  I worked thirty (37) hours a week at Burger Chef and went to school full-time carrying twenty-one (21) hours a term.  I just assumed that everyone worked 60 to 70 hours a week and it seemed to work for me.
During my freshman year, I received a B- grade point average, and I realized that I could not continue to live in a dorm, go to school full-time and work full-time.   I had to move.  Thus, I talked it over with my buddy Bruce, and we decided to transfer to Brescia College.  This proved to be a great decision for both of us.  I was interested in the field of teaching and Bruce was interested in accounting. Brescia College was full of life and learning.  My teachers and mentors such as Sr. Sara Rowland, Sr. Joan Marie and Sr. George Ann Cecil provided guidance and assistance with thinking about the future.  They encouraged me to thinking about accomplishing the impossible against all odds.  They encouraged thinking about others more than one’s self.  They embodied the essence of John F. Kennedy’s famous speech by encouraging one to live his famous words: “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”   Students lived, ate and breathed service learning at Brescia…by doing and by helping others. 
I wanted to be a teacher.  I had always dreamed of being a teacher and helping others make a difference with their lives.   Sr. Sara Rowland, a very difficult taskmaster, engaged me in learning about students and young adults with disabilities.  Sr. Sara engaged me in learning about learning.  The psychology of learning and the development of human beings, both spiritually and academically, were explored.  Learning by doing was practiced by me and Sister Sara’s students.  Sr. Sara and her group of students traveled and learned about program development, and she pushed, encouraged and enabled her students to live and function well beyond their mental age.   She embodied pride and self-assurance in her students, and I embraced this type of learning.

I was deeply engaged in learning about people at Brescia College.  I learned that children and adults with disabilities can learn if engaged in quality instruction, and I learned that all children and adults deserve a quality life.  Through Sr. Sara, I learned not to accept the status quo of people with disabilities in state institutions and that social justice must be available to everyone.  Sr. Sara was a model for all of her students.   She enabled you to be better than you ever thought that you could be, and she never let you fail.  She was the light that shined for every student she touched.  That was the atmosphere at Brescia College during the late 60s.  Everyone searched for ways to serve others through teaching, church or business.  

Brescia College provided me with a quality foundation for education and life.  Brescia provided opportunities for me to learn about instructional design and development through my work with students and through the instructional resource center located at the University of Kentucky.   Brescia enabled me and others students to travel to the Regional Resource Center at the University of Kentucky to learn about instructional program development, content analysis and course creation.   I learned about course development and delivered via satellite links.   A few years later, I was employed by the Regional Resource Center at the University of Kentucky where we developed educational programs for four states for delivery via satellite television.  Brescia College provided the foundation for me to accomplish this task, and it provided the foundation for all my ventures into educational research and development.
My interest in distance education started from those early days at the Regional Resource Center.  My dreams of making a difference in peoples’ lives through education delivered via satellite television were coming true.  I worked with colleagues, Ed Blackhurst and Jack Tringo, to deliver education programs to Kentucky, West Virginia, Tennessee and North Carolina.   With Dr. Blackhurst’s support and encouragement, I enrolled in a doctoral program at The Ohio State University to learn more about instructional design, development, delivery and computer information science.  I was fortunate to have teachers and mentors such as Edgar Dale, Keith Tyler, Tom Stephens, Ken Hunt, Jim Rush and John Cooper who were renowned for their work in content, behavioral programming, computer science, television and instructional development.  

I engaged in learning about computers and computer technology during my doctoral program.  I learned about computer-assisted instruction, programmed instruction, information science and systems theory.  My colleagues and I dreamed about delivering content via television and the computer to students located anywhere in the world.  At the age of twenty-eight (28), I was employed at the University of Louisville to develop teacher-training programs. I developed the Learning Improvement Center at the University of Louisville that had the first built-in television system for testing and instructional rooms for teachers and students.  I developed the first distance education programs in the U.S. for teachers of children with disabilities for delivery via satellite television and computer-assisted instruction. 

In 1985, I began studying the World Wide Web as a delivery tool for content and training.   In 1990, I began the process of adapting courses and programs for delivery via the Internet.

Since 1990, I have studied, written and developed numerous programs for the Internet.  In 2001, I retired from the University of Louisville to concentrate on the development and delivery of educational programs to large populations by partnering with small colleges. My wife, Sharon Midkiff Edge, and I built Learning House, Inc. (www.learninghouse.com) to facilitate the development and implementation of these ideas.  In a way, I began to return to my roots through these efforts to build and support communities through higher learning delivered via the computer and the Internet.  In collaboration with small colleges, Sharon and I have developed one of the largest sets of online programs in the nation delivered via the Internet.  Learning House, Inc. has grown to become the largest eLearning services company in Kentucky with clients located throughout the nation.  The foundation of these accomplishments started with my family and my spiritual beliefs that we are placed here to serve, and with Brescia University. The support and assistance of lots of people enabled me to accomplish these goals. I give all the credit for my accomplishments to my family, my friends, my supporters and connectors, my wife, Sharon Midkiff Edge and to my God.  Brescia University provided the foundation that enabled me to engage in life.   Thanks to everyone for their support.
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